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5 SHOCKING Truths About the Electricity in Your Home 

 

Your home is your haven, your playground and more importantly your safe ground.  

It’s staggering then that so many UK home owners neglect simple safety precautions 
that are easy to implement and hard to ignore. Each year 350,000 people are 

severely injured from electrical accidents, so before you take it down to the wire, do 

yourself a favour and be the bright spark who keeps the danger at bay in your home.  

 

1. Socket Overload 

We all know how annoying it is when you have more plugs than sockets, 

which is why multi-way adaptors seem like a good idea. For smaller 

appliances that are collectively less than 3000 watts (13 amps), this is fine. 

However, higher ‘Watt’ appliances, such as kettles, microwaves etc. in the 

same socket can overheat and potentially combust causing risk of fire. So 

before you go appliance mad, check the total power draw and avoid getting 

BANGED for your buck. 

 

2. Extension Lead Neglect  

Where many electrical appliances don super short cables, extension leads are 

a sound solution. However, the truth about extension cables is that they are 

potential death-traps…should they be neglected that is. Damaged cables can 

occur after being continuously trodden on, stored poorly, or bent left, right and 

centre. A protective rubber strip is a good way to prevent damage; however, if 

wires come exposed, NEVER try to repair with sticky tape, as it doesn’t 
provide enough protection from electric shocks. The solution? Chuck the 

offending cable out – simple, but safe.  

 

3. Forgetting RCDs  

A Residual Current Device is designed to prevent a lethal electric shock by 

automatically terminating the electric flow should a live wire be unintentionally 

touched. Phew, that was a mouthful, but you get my flow. They are truly a life-

saving device; however it’s staggering that over half of UK households don’t 
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have one installed! The safest and by far the best RCDs are ‘fixed’ into the 
fuse-box providing protection throughout your home, although there are 

others available for single sockets. You can check whether you already have 

an RCD integrated by visiting the Electrical Safety Council website for 

instructions.  

 

4. Do you know what uses the most electricity in your home?  I think you’ll 
be UN-pleasantly surprised… 

 

- Printer = 50 Watts 

- 42” HD Television = 120 Watts 

- Desktop computer = 700 Watts 

- Microwave = 1000 Watts 

- Toaster = 2000 Watts 

- Iron = 2800 Watts 

- Kettle = 3000 Watts!! 

 

So now you know all this, you’re going to be more careful, aren’t you. At Tack 

Electrical we are the experts in the electricity field. We really know our stuff, stuff that 

could ultimately save you from harm.  

Want to know the FINAL shocking truth about the electricity in your home? Well 

you’re going to have to call us on 020 8418 7899 to find out…  

 

 


